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Ruth P. Warick  

 

 
 

 

Most of us who belong to organizations of hard 

of hearing persons use hearing aids or have a 

cochlear implant. Because m any of us could not 

function as well without our devices, issues 

related to hearing technology are of vital 

importance to us.  

 

A lead article in this publication by IFHOH 

President Jan -Peter Strömgren summaries his 

participation in a meeting about hearing aid 

developments to promote and provide aids 

through the use of the internet. His report 

notes that there is support in principle with a 

list of the pros and the cons.  

 

The text of the address given by Mr. 

Strömgren in his role as Chair of the 

Internationa l Disability Alliance is also 

contained in this issue. The presentation was 

given to the Conference of States Parties for 

the implementation of the Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities. They held 

their second meeting at the UN Building in 

New York in early September.  

 

This issue also contains information about 

IFHOHõs biennial meeting which will be held in 

Stockholm, Sweden June 18 to 19, 2010.  Our 

sister organization, the European Federation 

of Hard of Hearing People, held its annual 

meet ing in London April 24 -25, 2009; a report 

is included.  

 

Reports of developments in different 

countries are contained in this issue, including 

within Laos, Vietnam and Slovenia. It is 

important that we have such information and 

welcome more contributions.  

 

Finally, we are always delighted to hear about 

brief news items for our on -going News Bites 

feature.  

 

All the best for a wonderful autumn! 
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Jan - Peter Strömgren  

 
IFHOH is moving towards a new era . What do 

I mean by that? Now we have started the 

process of being recognized as an international 

organization, but whatõs more important, I 

have the impression that people working as 

professionals and politicians in the UN system 

and elsewhere are starting to understand that 

there are a large group of peopl e who are hard 

of hearing with other needs than deaf people 

using sign language. We still have the same 

problem and, that is, to communicate because 

of hearing loss or lack of hearing.  

 

As I have said in previous reports, as 

president of IFHOH, I will be chair of the 

International Disability Alliance (IDA), (both I 

and Ruth Warick are representatives for 

IFHOH on IDA). My one -year term 

commenced the 1st  of July. I hope that I will 

do a good job and that there will be enhanced 

visibility for IFHOH and hard of hearing 

people among other international organizations 

and within and outside of the UN system.  

 

My work as incoming chair of IDA has already 

started. Iõm involved in securing the 

replacement for IDAõs officer. I also attended 

a sponsors meeting on the 3rd  of July and I will 

be attending an IDA meeting in New York in 

the end of August. Also Ruth Warick will be 

there.  So there is a lot of work for me and 

IFHOH in IDA during the coming year.  

 

On the 11th  of June I attended the 4 th  Hearing 

Aid Developer Fo rum (HADF) in Oldenburg, 

Germany.  I was asked me to give IFHOHõs 

view on the provision of hearing instruments 

and the internet. I gave a 20 minute 

presentation followed by discussion. My main 

message was that, in principle, we are positive 

about this new development. I presented both 

possibilities and threats from our point of 

view.  

 

In the fall, the IFHOH board will be meeting 

in Bergen, Norway where the 2012 IFHOH 

Congress will take place. It will be very 

interesting to see what our Norwegian 

colleagues will show us. 

 

The next BGM of IFHOH will be held in 

Stockholm the 20 th  of June, 2010. It is 

excellent that our Minister of Culture will open 

the meeting for us. Her name is Lena Adelsohn 

Liljeroth and she is also hard of hearing.  As 

you maybe already kn ow there will also be a 

Crown Princess marriage at the same time in 

Stockholm. Take the chance to get a nice 

experience with coming to Stockholm in June 

2010. 
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by Jan-Peter Strömgren  

 
  

 
 
The hearing aid industry has held a Hearing 

Aid Developer Fo rum (HADF) every second 

year. I was pleased to be invited to attend 

their fourth forum in Oldenburg, Germany in 

June 2009 to talk about Hearing instruments, 
provision and the Internet: The view of the 
Hard of Hearing Associations . I believe that it 

was the  first time that IFHOH was invited to 

be òinsideó the industry when participants are 

discussing the developments of products that 

are of essential importance for us as hard of 

hearing people. 

 

Approximately 90 persons attended the 

forum, including represen tatives from Oticon, 

GN Resound, and Widex, and industry 

researchers. The conference was held at a 

research centre in Oldenburg in a building 

named òThe House of Hearing.ó Clinical work is 

also undertaken in the Centre which provide 

information about heari ng devices directly to 

the public.  

 

I was well treated during the meeting and I 

got the impression that they also find it 

important for them to have direct contact 

with the user representatives such as IFHOH. 

Besides my presentation, I also took part in a  

workshop about what the Internet and Hearing 

instrument and provision. I was able to attend 

the first day of the two -day event.  

 

  
Thomas Lunner, Oticon, and Stefan Launer, 
Phonak who organized the workshop.  
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At the outset of my presentation I provided 

information about IFHOH and its goals and 

activities, especially in the international field 

in the UN system with cross -disability groups 

focusing on the Convention of the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities. The next part of the 

presentation focused on wha t is acceptable for 

IFHOH with respect to the internet and 

hearing instruments.  

 

Itõs acceptable to use internet for: 

Å Testing hearing  

Å Information about possible 

treatments  

Å Information about possible hearing 

aids and other technical aids  

Å Selling batterie s, telephones, loop 

systems and such items  

 

And itõs not acceptable for: 

Å Selling hearing aids without 

professional (medical) support and 

rehabilitation services  

Å Selling poor quality aids  

Å Lack of adequate refund provisions  

 

I stressed that hard of hearin g people have a 

strong preference for the t -switch on aids.  

I also pointed out how we see the future and 

internet and that is:  

Å Itõs important to use the internet for 

matters that will involve an 

improvement for the information and 

knowledge about hearing and hearing 

treatments.  

Å For medical care, rehabilitation and 

the provision of hearing aids and 

other technical aids, contact with 

auditory specialists is important.  

Å IFHOH believes that if we use the 

internet in a good way it will be a 

benefit for all har d of hearing people 

around the world.  

 

IFHOHõs participation in meetings with the 

hearing aid industry and other partners are 

important for the life of hard of hearing 

people. I look forward to more such meetings 

in the future.  

 

 

 

 

The Swedish federation of hard of hearing people 

 initiates contacts in Latin America
 

HRF has decided to improve and broaden its 

commitment to international development. By 

sharing experiences and knowledge with hard 

of hearing organizations in the South, HRF 

wishes to con tribute to improved equality and 

participation for hard of hearing people all 

over the world. This has recently resulted in 

potential projects in Latin America. Earlier 

this year HRFõs application to Shia, the 

 

Swedish Organisations' of Persons with 

Disabi lities International Aid Association, was 

accepted. The application concerned a visit to 

Nicaragua in June 2009 to meet with relevant 

organizations and people and to explore ways 

to cooperate together. HRFõs application to 

visit Bolivia in October 2009 was  also 

successful. Pending results of the visits, HRF 

hopes to initiate projects in Latin America in 

upcoming years.  
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Since 2007 the youth organization for young 

hard of hearing people in Sweden, Unga 

Hörselskadade, (UH) has been working with a 

project  in Laos. The idea for a project in Laos 

began before 2006, and UH has been working 

hard to find volunteers that could work for 6, 

or 3 months in Laos, together with LDPA, the 

Laos organization for disabled people. The 

LDPA unit for persons with hearing lo sses 

(known as the deaf unit) expressed their 

wishes to be an own organization in Laos, and 

requested help to strengthen their unit to 

provide a meeting place and activities for deaf 

and hard of hearing persons.  

 

Two Swedish UH members travelled to Laos i n 

the autumn 2007 to meet members of the 

LDPA deaf unit. Upon their return home, they 

began to search for money for the project and 

in the summer of 2008 they had all that was 

necessary for the volunteers to travel to Laos.  

 

In March 2009, volunteers Erik  Knutsson and 

Sara Selling travelled to Laos. Erik went for 

six months and Sara, for three months.  

 

In Laos they have been working to educate 

members in how to carry out and manage 

activities.  As a result, Laos members have 

organized football games, baki ng, massage and 

sewing. A sign language activity has also been 

planned. The members have a strong will to 

learn and to strengthen their unit.  

 

 
Football game in Laos 

 

 
Erik together with Suphin and Laos youth.  

 

Another project activity by Erik has been to 

educate members on the use computers to 

communicate. This is especially important for 

communicating with members who do not 

reside the capital city. The unitõs computers 

are old and contain different viruses and 

worms. As a result, Erikõs first assignment was 

to clean them up.  

 

Erik will also ensure that members maintain 

activities and create venues for the members 

to exchange knowledge and experience.  

     

Future hopes are that the Laos project will 

continue. We are all hard of hearing in one way 

or another and we belong to the group of hard 

of hearing even if we are not from the same 

country or not even the same part of the 

world.  

 

 
Massage treatment.
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The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Clubs 

Association in Slovenia are performing special 

social progr ams to promote independent and 

equal inclusion in the living and working 

environment.  Due to their hearing impairment, 

many people are hindered in communication and 

require an interpreter and adequate subtitling 

for access.  

 

A new technology ð the Web TV  - is one of the 

most popular forms of information.  It is a 

fast and comprehensive source of news 

available anywhere and at any time - 24 hours 

a day, and 365 days a year. A recent survey 

showed that the new media met with good 

response of the members of Slovenia deaf and 

hard of hearing clubs. Cyber visit counters 

make it possible to record frequency of shows 

watched by viewers.     

 

Recently, Sloveniaõs Ministry of Culture issued 

a decree requiring Web TV for the deaf and 

hard of hearing to be inserted i n the list of 

the public media. The primary aim of Web TV 

is to prepare information for deaf and hard of 

hearing people in a form comprehensible to 

them:  

- an interpreter who translates by 

gestures  all verbal announcements 

into Slovene Sign language; at th e  

same time  the viewer can follow 

simultaneous subtitles and the 

speaker reading the text;  

- images (video material) are not to be 

transmitted together with the 

interpreter because it is impossible to 

watch at the interpreter and the 

image simultaneously; this is certainly 

logical but not immediately 

understandable to those with normal 

hearing. 

 Web TV brings reports on actual matters in 

the Republic of Slovenia and European Union  

 

 
(weekly political report, events during the RS 

presiding over EU, etc.), important informative 

reports (on parliamentary sessions, decisions, 

legislative amendments, and other events), 

news about the deaf sport events, the culture 

of the deaf (explicitly mentioned in the UN 

Convention),   happenings in clubs all over 

Slovenia, technical aids, disability issues, 

legislation concerning disabled people, etc. 

There are also expert articles, the 

Association's official announcements, reports 

on national and international meetings, 

seminars, conferences, congresses, workshops, 

festival s, and other events. The user can 

establish links to all world associations for the 

deaf and hard of hearing: WFD (World 

Federation of the Deaf), IFHOH 

(International Federation of Hard of Hearing 

People), ICSD/Deaflympics, Sport 

Associations of the Deaf, and others.  

 

Financial resources for equipment of the video 

studio and editing laboratory were provided by 

a Foundation for financing of disability and 

humanitarian organizations (FIHO). As well 

part of the project was financed by EUõs 

European Social Fund.  

 

For more information, go to   www.webtv-

slovenia.si and www.deaf-tv.si 

 

 

 

http://www.webtv-slovenia.si/
http://www.webtv-slovenia.si/
http://www.gluhi.si/
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Below are excerpts from the s tatement made by Jan 
Peter Strömgren, Chair of the In ternational 
Disability Alliance (and its CRPD Forum), to the 
Conference of States Parties to the CRPD meeting 
in New York Sept. 2, 2009.  
 

 

In the beginning I want to refer to the slogan 

that we had throughout the whole process and 

that is òNOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT 

USó. The CRPD exists and is the tool to making 

that slogan a reality worldwide. The 

negotiation process was based on this principle 

which is reflected in the Convention and which 

should continue to be a governing principle in 

the implementation pr ocess. 

 

IDA believes strongly that, as a complement to 

the Committee on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, the Conference of States Parties 

can play a major role in promoting the 

implementation of the Convention.  

 

While the effective implementation of the 

CRPD requires much more than just legislative 

measures, such measures do play a key role in 

the implementation process of the Convention. 

We would like to therefore congratulate the 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights for its thematic s tudy on legislative 

measures, which was presented to this yearõs 

March session of the Human Rights Council. 

IDA made a comprehensive contribution to 

this study and we were extremely satisfied 

with the results overall, as the study provides 

clear guidance on some of the most challenging 

elements of the CRPD.  

 

We are glad to see that the COP is addressing 

the many problems faced by States when 

implementing the CRPD. The choice of topics 

for the interactive roundtables at this 

meeting is a good example of this  range of 

challenges. 

 

Accessibility is a key element for the 

enjoyment of persons with disabilities of all 

their human rights. More than 40 countries 

have accessibility provisions in their 

legislation, but the gap between legislation and 

practice usually remains very large. We are 

also pleased that this roundtable will deal with 

reasonable accommodation, as this is a key 

component of effective protection against the 

discrimination faced by persons with 

disabilities. An understanding of how to make 

reasonable accommodation work in practice all 

over the world is essential to achieving the full 

implementation of the Convention.  

 

Article 12 on equal recognition before the law 

is correctly perceived as the embodiment of 
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the paradigm shift that the CRPD promotes.  

The depth of this shift is demonstrated by 

the need for significant legislative changes in 

all States across the globe, to recognize the 

legal autonomy of persons with disabilities and 

establish standards for the use of supported 

decision-making. 

 

We commend the choice of a discussion on 

article 13, which is widely overlooked. Very 

few countries are free of discriminatory 

limitations on the capacity of persons with 

disabilities to testify. Even fewer provide 

accommodations to the process to enable fair 

investigation and an equal chance at testimony.  

 

IDA would like to thank the Bureau of the COP 

for co -chairing with IDA an informal session 

on the issue of poverty among people with 

disabilities, an alarming situation especially in 

developing countries which is being 

exacerbated by the current economic crisis. 

To change this situation we need to use the 

entry into force of the CRPD to step up 

efforts to fully include persons with 

disabilities in all national poverty reduction 

strategies and in all other MDG re lated 

initiatives at international and national level.  

 

IDA would like to stress that important 

changes require hard work on the part of all 

stakeholders. For this reason, neither these 

nor any other challenges presented by the 

CRPD should be met with res ervations or 

interpretative declarations seeking to change 

the meaning of what was agreed by all States 

and supported by the disability community. We 

therefore continue encouraging States to 

ratify the CRPD without reservations and ask 

those that have done  so to withdraw them in 

the near future.  

 

In order to increase the support for 

implementation of the CRPD, IDA would like to 

propose that one of the conclusions of this 

COP be the establishment of an inter -sessional 

working group to prepare a òtechnicaló 

implementation guidance document on one of 

the specific issues that has been addressed at 

the present COP. A process should be set up 

allowing for contributions to be received by 

this group prior to its meeting and a process 

to allow feedback on their draft  document 

before its presentation to the third COP.  

 

IDAõs analysis of the CRPD implementation 

process indicates that, at present, very few 

States, whether Parties to the Convention or 

not, have put in place a process of systematic 

legislative revision or  other complementary 

measures. This finding is supported by the 

report that DESA will submit to the 64 th  

session of the UN General Assembly in a few 

weeks time.  

 

While we are surprised by the relatively small 

number of changes that have resulted from 

the e ntry into force of the CRPD, there is a 

greater concern at hand.  In some countries, 

the adjustments that are occurring are 

inconsistent with the CRPD, and in many others 

governments are still not aware of the 

fundamental changes required to implement 

the Convention. Through our work with our 

national members, IDA has become 

increasingly aware of the huge efforts still 

required to raise awareness of the CRPD and 

to build capacity among DPOs and other 

stakeholders. Without reinforced capacity at 

the national  level, the Convention cannot be 

fully implemented.  

 
 

Together, these facts demonstrate the need 

for the UN system to step up promotion of the 

CRPD through a wide range of measures. This 

brings me to the most relevant proposal IDA 

would like to submit to this Conference of 

States Parties: the establishment of an UN 
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Fund to promote the implementation of the 

CRPD. 

 

 

We would very much welcome support from 

this Conference of States Parties in this 

matter and we look forward to a number of 

Governments taking u p the suggestion and 

convening a meeting to discuss different 

options for such a Fund and a strategy to 

promote its establishment.  

 

While pursuing this ambitious objective, it 

remains important to ensure that the 

promotion of the rights of persons with 

disabilities is fully taken on board by all UN 

specialized agencies, funds and programmes.  

 

A number of proposals could ensure that the 

work of the UN system is more supportive of 

the implementation of the Convention:  

 

A clear statement should be made by this  

Conference of States Parties and by the UN 

General Assembly that the CRPD is the 

superseding instrument in the field of 

disability and that all previous UN instruments 

and documents that are inconsistent with the 

CRPD should either be revised or no longer  be 

used as a reference document. This applies, 

among others, to the World Programme of 

Action on Persons with Disabilities and also to 

the UN Principles for the Protection of 

Persons with Mental Illness and for the 

Improvement for Mental Health Care (MI 

Principles).   

 

As we look forward to the next Conference of 

States Parties, we would like to note that, in 

view of the speed of ratification of the CRPD, 

it is expected that the number of experts at 

next yearõs COP will increase from 12 to 18. 

 

We would th erefore propose that next yearõs 

Conference include 6 meetings over 3 full 

days, or extended to 4 days. This should allow 

for two meetings devoted to the election of 

Committee members and 4 meetings for 

important substantive discussions much like 

those we will discuss this year. We would also 

like to suggest the idea that candidates to the 

Committee of experts should be given time 

prior to the actual election to address the COP 

to provide information on their expertise in 

the area of human rights and person s with 

disabilities.  

 

I would like to leave you with the slogan used 

by the international disability community 

throughout the negotiation process of the 

CRPD. This slogan speaks to the human right of 

each person to determine his or her own fate, 

and contin ues to resonate today as we face 

the challenges of implementation:  

òNOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT USó 

 

 

Cross-Disability Group Chair Elected  

 
Ahiya Kamara is shown above at a World Health 

Organization meeting in Rome with captionist 

Gaby Admon. 
 

Ahiya Kamara, Vice President of IFHOH, was 

elected to serve as Chairman of BIZCHUT - 

the Israel Human Rights Center for People 

with Disabilities. Bizchut is a non -profit 

organization committed to advancing the 

rights of people with physical, developmental 

and emotional disabilities and enabling their 

full integration into mainstream society and 

participation in all areas of life. 
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EFHOH Sessions: A Wide Range of Topics  
by Ruth Warick  

 

  
The European Federation of Hard of Hearing 

Peopleõs (EFHOH) annual meeting and educational 

session held in London in April offered inspiration, 

information and interpersonal connections.  

 

Hereõs a snapshot of just a few of the sessions: 

 

Luke Crossey, Head of Projects for the Royal 

Institute for Deaf People (RNID), which also deals 

with  hard of hearing issues, presented results of a 

research study of experiences of persons with 

hearing loss using the underground tube system. He 

noted that, generally, hard of hearing people felt 

excluded. He also reported on efforts to make the 

tube more accessible for people with hearing loss.  

 

Peter Pullan, Chair of StageText, discussed the 

provision of captions in London theatres. Many of 

Londonõs plays are accessible with the provision of 

captions.  

 

 
David Dougall (center). 

 
David Dougall of Canada, Accessibility Program 

Manager for Research in Motion, discussed how the 

Blackberry is transforming the lives of people with 

hearing loss.  He identified electronic features of 

the BlackBerry  including instant messages and text 

display.  

 

 
Lidia Best, Rit va-Liisa Schäding, Anna Klementtilä 

with Katja Vis (left to right).   

 

The annual general meeting of EFHOH was 

conducted by President Marcel Bobeldijk. Along with 

Jan Lamby (General Secretary) and Ritva - Liisa  

Schäding (Treasurer) he was re -elected to the 

EFHOH Board and will serve as President. Siegfried 

Karg, EFHOH Vice -president, reported about the 

25-27 September conference on hearing loops. Anna 

Klementtilä reported on the EDF committee of 

Women and Girls to which she was nominated by 

EFHOH. The next E FHOH AGM will be held in 2010 

in Stockholm.  

     

 
 

EFHOH President Marcel Bobeldijk (center). 


