INTERNATIONAL
FEDERATION OF

HARD @®F HEARING

PEOPLE
President Ruth Warick Journal Editor Carole Willans
E-Mail: president@ifhoh.org E-Mail: journal@ifhoh.org
October, 2011

From the Editor 6 s D bykCarole Willans 2

| FHOH Pr esi dent dysRutMR. $Varigkg e 3
IFHOH Call for Nominations 0 by Anna Klemettila - Sorri 5
EFHOH New s - by Marcel Bobeldijk 6
IFHOH World Congress 2012 7
Norway 0 22.07.11 9

United Nations Focus on Youth & by Karina Chupina 10

In Memory of Geoff Brown 14

The Mysterious Case of Vincent Van Gogh 8 by Robert M. Traynor 15

Travel to Africa & by Kees Twilt 17
Support for Ukrainian Children 19
Calendar of E vents 20

News Bites 21
IFHOH Missio n and Board of Dir ectors 24

IFHOH is registered as a charitable organization at Vereinsregister Amtsgericht Hamburg, Germany (Nr. 69 VR 10
527) and is also an International Non -Governmental Organ ization having special consultative status with the United
Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). All the views expressed in this Journal are those of the writer for
each article an d do not necessarily reflect the views of IFHOH.

IFHOH Board
Preddent, Ruth Warick (Canada)
Vice-President, Ahiya Kamara (Israel)
General Secretary, UIf Olsson (Sweden)
Treasurer, Katja Vis (Finland)
EFHOH Representative, Marcel Bobeldijk (The Netherlands)

IFHOH Webmaster, Pertti Koyste



mailto:president@ifhoh.org
mailto:journal@ifhoh.org

¢ rom the Editor's Dess

Carole Willans

Dear IFHOH friends

Reading this issue of /FHOH Journal , you will
likely be impressed at the high level work that
IFHOH is accomplishing at the United Nations.
Ruth Warick and Karina Chupina provide
interesting reports of initiatives and

activities , evidence that IFHOH is emerging as
a world player! Personally, reading about
captioning on the big screens of the UN
General Assembly Hall really made my day !

Please note the Call for Nominations published
by the IFHOH Nominating Committee
| F H Od-hdhievements are based on the hard
work of its people, especially its leaders. A
solid Board of Directors is very important to

its continued success.

On another note, e ver since coming to IFHOH,
| often think about the huge disparity that

exists betwee n people living with hearing loss
in low and middle inco me countries, and those
in high income countries.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
estimates that in 2005, close to 278 million
people in the world were living with  moderate
to profound hearing loss, of which 80% live in
low and middle income countries
(http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/

(page 5).

I n all countries, hearing loss is often caused by
something that could h ave been avoided or
prevented, such as loud noise, trauma, ototoxic
drugs, and infectious diseases. D iseases may
not be fully avoidable, but their impact on the
individual 8ds hearing c
early diagnosis and proper medi cal treatment.

The WHO estimates that hearing aids are
manufactured ata rate capable of meeting
less than 10% of t h eylob@al needd. It adds
that in developing countries, fewer than 1 out
of 40 people who need a hearing aid have one.

Someone recently asked me (about Canadiang:
0 Wh y salneany refuseto buya hear i

| answered that it is mainly because  many do
fear being seen asdifferent, incompetent, or
old; they fear itwill affect theirimage. T his
is evidence of the social and emotional i mpacts
of hearing loss , which are very real.

But many people in low income countries just
want the chance to hear . We need to help
them, and help ourselves! Itistimeto set
asi de wor rimagsed .a batMimk o0
better when we can communicate bette r!

fs300/en/index.html ).

Articles and announcements are welcomn

Please send tournal@ifhoh.org

an

ng

e!
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Ruth P. Warick

News from the IFHOH President

IFHOH is a partner on the global stage! If you
ever doubted it you should have seen us in New
York at the Fourth Session of the ~ Conference
of States Parties for the Convention  * on
September 7-9, 2011.

(* United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Di sabilities)

Jan-Peter Stromgren, IFHOH &8s f or mer
President, was part of the Swedish delegation,
whose members were the lead hosts to the
meetings. IFHOH Vice-President Ahiya
Kamara, who holds the post of Israel
Commissioner for Equal Rights of Persons with
Disabilities in his country, was a member of his
countryds delegation.

UIf Olsso n, IFHOH General Secretary, and |
attended several meetings and represented
IFHOH at the weekend meetings of the
International Disability Alliance (IDA), a group
of international organizations which has gained

some influence in the UN. | also a ttended a
meeting of the Special Rapporteur, Shuaib
Chalklen of South Africa, who reports yearly

to the Commission for Social Development on
the promotion and monitoring of the
implementation of the United  Nations
Standard Rules for the Equalization of
Opportunities of Persons with Disabilities

Also | would like to thank  Ahiya for
representing IFHOH at a consultative Civil
Society Forum spons ored by the International
Disability Alliance (IDA) and UN DESA (Dept.
of Economic and Social Affairs).

So IFHOH was there , but frankly we have a
long way to go in educating the UN system
about the access needs of hard of hearing
persons. The plenary and IDA -sponsored
meetings had access but often the side -events
did not. | was dismayed that the meeting of

the Special Rapporteur had no assistive
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listening system and dyes d1 did bring it to speak with hard of hearing persons from the

the organizerofs attenti on. Ad\deRatifictegioné& geta better | | be
different. But th is is how we make progress & understanding of how they identify
by making our needs known and by offering to thems elves, the state of supports for them,
be a resource to make it better. and their issues and concerns. | am
particularly interested in knowing if their
As a side note to the IDA meeting, | had the societies recognize ohard of hea
opportunity to meet the new President of the disability category, and whether individuals
World Federation of the Deaf, Colin Allen , who find it beneficial to self  -identify or there is a
hails from Sydney, Australia and welcomed his stigma to doing so.
interest in working more closely together. At
the IDA meetings it is common for our Another major activi ty to touch on briefly is
organi zations to support t theSeeoadHearingildogC obfsrence, heldin
position on issues such as the need for full Washington D .C. June 19-20. Here | want to
access to everyday life, education and acknowledge that Siegfried Karg of
employment. Switzerland was the br ainchild behind this
initiative. | also wa nt to thank Brenda Battat
Our global influence is also evident in the of the Hearing Loss Association of America
appointment of Karina Chupina to the Global and its partners for carrying forth with this
Advisory Panel which adjudicates funding for important initiative. As | stated in my closing
the Disability Rights Fund. The Fund supports panel remarks, Hearing loops used to be the
disabled persons organizations in the Global past, and now they are the future . Thereis an
South and Eastern Europe/forme r Soviet important place for such low tech, pot entially
Union in advocating for the human rights of easily accessible form of hearing access.
persons with disabilities. By the way, last
summer Karina was an IFHOHYP As you will read in this issue of /FHOH
representative at a UN General Assembly High Journal , preparations are well underway for
Level Meetingon Youth ( r ead Kari nads thelpltOHtWorld Congress 2012 being hosted
starting on page 10) . Because IFHOH has by our Norwegian members. Mark on your
consultative status with the Economic and calendar that you will join us in beautiful
Social Council of the UN, we were able to Bergen, Norw ay from June 25 -28, 2012 (see
assist with her registration for the event. pages 7 and 8 for full information) . Last
summer our Norwegian members faced a
A late revision has occurred in my message to shocking national tragedy but have been
you. Due to flooding in Thailand which resilient in carrying on despite their grief;
advanced toward Bangkok in late weeks of they h ave our hearts and support. You can
October the first -ever Asia- Pacific hard of read more about this on page 9.
hearing leaders event in Bangkok which was
scheduled for November 2 -4, 2011 had to be In closing, | would like to invite you to contact
postponed. Over 30 participants from the Asia me if you have any issues or concerns; my email
Pacific Region were expected to attend and is president@ifhoh.org .
funds were raised by the following member
countries of IFHOH for their support for the With best regards,
venture which was to go to subsidize Ruth Warick
captioning costs: Pro Audito Switzerland; HRF, IFHOH President

the Swedish Association for Hard of Hearing

) . . INTERNATIONAL
People; t?e He:rlng Lo;s As(,jsc;]matlon of | FEDERATION OF
America (United States); and the Can adian
Hard of Hearing Association (Canada). A new HARD .F H EARI N G
date has not yet been set. We still look BEQRLE
forward to a future  opportunity to meet and
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IFHOH Call for Nominations

by Anna Klemettild - Sorri, IFHOH Nominating Committee Chair

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Letter from IFHOH  Nominating
Committee to IFHOH M  embers

The IFHOH Nominating Committee is
mandated to provide a nominations slate in an
election for the Board of IFHOH. A new slate
of officers will be voted in the IFHOH

Biennial meeting, June 25, 2012 in Bergen,
Norway.

Nominations are open for the fol lowing
positions:

e  President

e Vice-President

e  General Secretary

e  Treasurer

e Member-at-large

Candidates must be nominated by general
member organizations of IFHOH.  Each
member of the Board must be from a
different country and, when possible, from a
different part of the world.

Please communicate preferably by e -mail to
the Chair of the Nominating Committee and
include:

e A biographical summary

e  Statement of reason for support of
the nomination

e Contact information (address, phone,
fax, e -mail, etc.) of the nominee

e Contact information (address, phone,
fax, e -mail, etc.) of the nominator

Please send this information at th e latest by
Wednesday, January 3 1, 2012 to the email
address of the IFHOH Nominating Committee
Chair, Anna Klemettila -Sorri : anna.klemettila -

sorri@welho.com

Thank you,

IFHOH Nominating Committee :
Anna Klemettila - Sorri
Carole Willans
Kees Twilt
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European Federation of Hard of Hearing People - EFHOH

by Marcel Bobeldijk , EFHOH President

EFHOH continues to work very hard and to
celebrate different kinds of successes.

The following is what is coming up in the next
weeks for the EFHOH board:

- Work on the European Council for Deaf and
Hard of Hearing Organisations , which actively
begins January 1, 2012

- Meeting of the EFHOH Board takes place in
Hamburg (Germany) the last weekend of
October, 2011 dincluding discussions to
changes to regulations so that EFHOH will be
a more democratic organization

- Jan Lamby and Lidia Best participate in the
European Day of people with disabilities in the
European Capital, Brussels.

Itis a very busy time  for us all at EFHOH!

We are involved in different events relating to
the European Year of Volunteering 2011.

European Year of Volunteering 2011

In November, 2011, Lidia Best and | will
participate in the final preparations for the
European Council for Deaf and Hard of
Hearing O rganisations in Europe. One of our
difficulties is  to find a good name for this

collaboration . More information on this will
come soon!

On September 7, 2011, Lidia and |

participated in an European Parliament meeting
hosted by Adam Késa. The theme of this
meeting was Mobility and Inclusion of People
with Disabilities. This was the first such
meeting with speech to text support! Yes, it
was a historical moment for the Hard of
Hearing movement in Europe.

Lidia Best has represented EFHOH this year
at all European Parliament Disability
Intergroup meetings. It is the first time in
our history that we at EFHOH have  been
represented at so many EP | ntergroup
meetings.

Karina Chupina, IFHOHYP President, has been
elected Global A dvisor at the Disability R  ights
Fund. We are very proud and wish her much
success!

Kind regards.

Marcel Bobeldijk , EFHOH Presid ent
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The IFHOH World Congress 2012 in Norway,
the Land of the  Midnight Sun!

Bergen, Norway, June 25t028, 2012

The theme of IFHOH World Congress in 2012 -
OA Better Quality of Lif

Continued on the next pag



IFROH wont coneress 2017

Welcome to IFHOH World C  ongress in Bergen, Norway , June 25to28 , 2012.

IFH OH and HLF (The Norwegian Association of Hard of Hearing) welcome you to the IFHOH World
Congress 2012 in Bergen, one of the most beautiful cities in Norway. The old parts of the city are
considered a world heritage site. Bergen is the gateway to the Nor ~ wegian fjords and an excellent
place to start a holiday in Norway by boat, train or a rented car. There will be different holiday
prospects with reduced prices for partic  ipants at the C ongress described on the website.

The th eme of the 2012 Congressis 64 Bet t er Qu a /andtthg pragram will féces/omthe
challenges facing hard of hearing people at all ages and in all parts of life from birth to old age. The
programme will consist of presentations from both professionals and hard of hearing peopl e
themselves. The preliminary programme is now on the Website.

To register, please go to the Congress W ebsite 6 www.ifhoh2012.no
where you can also receive updated news about the program, events and activities . (The Registration
platform for the conference will open no later than November 1, 2012.)

If you have any questions about the Congress, please send an e - mail to
ifhoh2012@hlf.no

(_ HLF

Herselshemmedes Landsforbund
Nocwegion Associotion
of the Herd of Hecring

Kind regards ,
Knut Magne Ellingsen

President

HLF (Norwegian Association of the Hard of Hearing)

Congress Website:  www.ifhoh2012.no

Congress Secretariat : ithoh2012@hlf.no
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Vorway - 22.07.1

FROM NORWAY

As you know 22.07.11 was a day which changed the peaceful country of Norway
for ever.
It is just terrible that one single man can have so much hate. But it is also

true what one of the young girls who survived said to CNN: "If one man can show
so much hate, think how much love we all can show together."

Monday night around 200, 000 people filled the streets of Oslo with flow ersin
the i r hands. They wanted to say that we resist hat r ed. We are sad to the
deepest thread of our souls. We cry in dignity . But nobody swears to take

revenge. In  stead we want even more humanity, solidarity and love.

| want to tell you that both my fa mily and | are doing well, but we cry
together with those who have lost one of their beloved.

Yours sincerely ,
Knut

Knut Magne Ellingsen
President, FFO (Norwegian Federation of Organisations of Disabled People)

FROM IFHOH
Dear Mr. Ellingsen,

On behal f of the International Federation of Hard of Hearing People, |

wish to offer our deepest sympathies for the national tragedy that has

affected Norway and claimed the lives of so many men, women and

children. We join with you, our friends, in decrying the s hocking end
of the lives of so many in your country although we cannot begin to

fathom the grief and heartache that you are experiencing. We know that

many members of our hard of hearing community in Norway will have been

personally affected by knowing fam ily, friends and colleagues who were

taken in the senseless actions of Friday, July 22, 2011.

Our thoughts and prayers are with you in this time of individual and

national mourning. We know that you, as a people and as a country, will

rise up stronger fr om this tragedy and that you will repeal the threat

to the values and beliefs of a nation and its democratic institutions.

We will not forget those who died in this national tragedy; we

recognize that it will take courage, resilience and faith in the futur e
for you and your fellow citizens to carry on while engulfed in so much

pain. We know that you will rise up to the challenge in hono ur of those
who died these past few days and as a testament that the best of the

human spirit will prevail.

Sincerely your S,

Ruth P. Warick , President, IFHOH



United Nations Focus on oute

by Karina Chupina, IFHOHYP President

United Nations General Assemb ly
High Level Meeting on Youth 08 a
mainstream youth - focused event
with captions provided (and
fought for 1)

| was honoured to represent IFHOH and
IFHOHYP at the UN General Assembly High
Level Meeting on Youth that took place July
25-26 at UN Headquarters in New York.

A long correspondence preceded my
participation, as | wanted to ensure that live
captioning would be provided during the entire
meeting. Without the additional advocacy from
my part and effo rts from the UN DESA staff,
captioning accessibility would not have been
possible.

One of the reasons that made it such a
challenge to get caption ing accessibility was
that the internal UN Secretariat  -wide policies
and guidelines on accessibility were still  being
developed. In these efforts, the joint IFHOH -
EFHOH-IFHOHYP letter on the necessity to
make the UN and EC meeting venues accessible
for har d of hearing people that was submitted
by IFHOHYP last year to the EC and the UN
bodies, was used as an advocacy tool.

Finally, after extensive exchange of IFHOHYP
messages and irternal work of the UN DESA,
captioning was fully provided for the two days
of the meeting. IFHOHYP advocacy worked! A
small step in the UN agenda, a big step for
disability issues at the UN, for IFHOHYP

and the entire hard of hearing community!

Continued on the next
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